
IN AND BEFORE THE OKLAHOMA STATE BOARD 
OF MEDICAL LICENSURE AND SUPERVISION 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA, ex ret. 
OKLAHOMA STATE BOARD 
OF MEDICAL LICENSURE 
AND SUPERVISION, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

JERI LYNN ELLIS, M.D., 
LICENSE NO. MD 20048, 

Defendant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

FUL~ro 
JAN 0 8 2018 

Of<LAHOMA ST · - , 
MEO/CAL UCENSURA r~ .J~)A~o OF 

E c. SUPERV 
Case No. 17-06-5476 ISION 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT 

The State of Oklahoma, ex ref. Oklahoma State Board of Medical Licensure and 
Supervision ("Board") for its Complaint against Jeri Lytm Ellis, M.D. ("Defendant"), alleges and 
states as follows: 

I. JURISDICTION 

1. This Board has jurisdiction over the subject matter and is a duly authorized agency of the 
State of Oklahoma empowered to license and oversee the activities of physicians and 
surgeons in the State of Oklahoma. 59 O.S. § 480, et seq. and Okla. Admin. Code 435:5-
1-1 et seq. In Oklahoma, Defendant holds medical license no. 20048, issued on February 
24, 1997. 

2. In Oklahoma, Defendant holds medical license no. 20048, issued February 24, 1997. 

II. ALLEGATIONS OF UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

3. This action was referred to Board investigators by agents of the Oklahoma Bureau of 
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs ("OBNDD") and the United States Drug Enforcement 
Agency ("DEA"). A large portion of the inf01mation provided deals with undercover 
transactions by an OBNDD agent who ultimately received a Hydrocodone prescription 
from Defendant in spite of never having met her. 

4. OBNDD Agent Elsa Castro accompanied OBNDD Agent Desirae Ferguson to her first 
appointment. Agent Ferguson met with Dennis Robetis, M.D., who is currently on Board 
ordered probation. As pati of the probation, Dr. Roberts is restricted from prescribing 
Controlled Dangerous Substances ("CDS"). Dr. Roberts' examination essentially 
consisted of having Agent Ferguson bend at the waste to demonstrate any limitations in 
her range of motion. Dr. Roberts did tell Agent Ferguson that she needed to bring her 
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past medical records with her to the next appointment. After the examination, Dr. 
Roberts had Ferguson return to the waiting room. Several hours later, a clinic employee 
brought Agent Ferguson prescriptions signed by Defendant for Hydrocodone and an x
ray. The entire appointment lasted approximately seven hours. 

5. At a second appointment, Agent Ferguson failed to bring any medical records with her. 
Agent Ferguson claimed to be in no pain, yet was still given a new Hydrocodone 
prescription. The prescription was signed by Defendant who had never seen Agent 
Ferguson. 

6. K.M.C. was working as an Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner at the Urgent Care 
Travel ("UCT") clinic, located at I-40 and Mustang Road in Oklahoma City, OK, where 
Defendant serves as the medical director. K.M.C. stated to investigators that Defendant 
authorized her to sign Defendant's name to prescriptions fo r CDS. 

7. On June 15, 2017 Agent Castro, Investigator Schickedanz and Board Investigator Larry 
Carter met Defendant at her clinic located in Shawnee, OK. Agent Castro began by 
asking Defendant to identify all of the individuals to whom she provided medical 
supervision. Defendant could not recall the name of the nurse practitioner at UTC, but 
stated that she has supervised the nurse at the Pilot truck stop on I-40 west of Oklahoma 
City, for approximately the last year and one-half. When asked if the name of the nurse 
practitioner could be K.M.C., Defendant said she believed that was correct. Defendant 
claimed she has met K.M.C. on approximately four separate occasions. Defendant 
seemed somewhat confused however, so Agent Castro asked Defendant to describe 
K.M.C. Defendant said that K.M.C. was an African American woman, approximately 
5'4" or 5'5". Agent Castro stopped Defendant to infonn her that K.M.C. is a Caucasian 
female. 

8. Defendant went on to say that there should never have been any CDS prescriptions issued 
from UTC, because that facility catered to truck drivers, and it would be improper to 
prescribe drugs that might interfere with their ability to safely operate a vehicle. 
Defendant believed that the only types of prescriptions that might ever be issued from 
UTC would be things that were immediately medically necessary, such as blood pressure 
medication. Defendant made these statements in spite of the demonstrable facts to the 
contrary. 

9. Board Investigator Carter asked Defendant if she saw all of the patients before 
prescribing to them. Defendant said that she did see each patient initially, but not 
necessarily on every visit. Agent Castro reminded Defendant of an earlier statement, 
wherein Defendant admitted to signing CDS prescriptions for patients she had never met. 

10. Throughout the interview Defendant spoke very slowly and deliberately, and at times 
seemed to be confused about the answers to several of the questions she was asked. 
Defendant's assistant, was present during the interview and at times had to answer on 
behalf of Defendant, or explain the answer Defendant provided. Similar problems were 
reported by patients who voiced significant concerns about Defendant's psychological 
state. 
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11. OBN Agent Castro and DEA Investigator Ginger Schickedanz interviewed patients 
J.S.C., J.T.C. and J.D.C. separately. Each of these patients received prescriptions signed 
by Defendant and each stated they had never met her. 

III. VIOLATIONS 

12. Based on the foregoing, Defendant is guilty of unprofessional conduct as follows: 

a. Dishonorable or immoral conduct which is likely to deceive, defraud, or harm the 
public, in violation of 59 O.S. § 509(8) and Okla. Admin. Code§ 435:10-7-4(11); 

b. Prescribing or administering a drug or treatment without sufficient examination 
and the establishment of a valid physician-patient relationship, in violation of 59 
O.S. § 509(1 2) and Okla. Admin. Code§ 435:1 0-7-4(49); 

c. The inability to practice medicine with reasonable skill and safety to patients by 
reason of age, illness, drunkenness, excessive use of drugs, narcotics, chemicals, 
or any other type of material or as a result of any mental or physical condition. In 
enforcing this subsection the State Board of Medical Licensure and Supervision 
may, upon probable cause, request a physician to submit to a mental or physical 
examination by physicians designated by it. If the physician refuses to submit to 
the examination, the Board shall issue an order requiring the physician to show 
cause why the physician will not submit to the examination and shall schedule a 
heating on the order within thiriy (30) days after notice is served on the physician. 
The physician shall be notified by either personal service or by certified mail with 
return receipt requested. At the hearing, the physician and the physician's attorney 
are entitled to present any testimony and other evidence to show why the 
physician should not be required to submit to the examination. After a complete 
hearing, the Board shall issue an order either requiring the physician to submit to 
the examination or withdrawing the request for examination. The medical license 
of a physician ordered to submit for examination may be suspended until the 
results of the examination are received and reviewed by the Board, in violation of 
59 O.S. § 509(15) and Okla. Admin. Code§ 435:10-7-4(1 8), (40); 

d. Failure to maintain an office record for each patient which accurately reflects the 
evaluation, treatment, and medical necessity of treatment of the patient, in 
violation of 59 O.S. § 509(1 8); 

e. The delegation of authority to another person for the signing of prescriptions for 
either controlled or non-controlled drugs, except as provided for in 59 O.S., 
519.6D, in violation of Okla. Admin. Code § 435:10-7-4(7). 

V. CONCLUSION 

Given the foregoing, the undersigned respectfully requests the Board conduct a hearing, 
and, upon proof of the allegations contained herein, impose such disciplinary action as 
authorized by law, up to and including suspension or revocation and any other appropriate action 
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with respect to Defendant's professional license, including an assessment of costs and attorney's 
fees incurred in this action as provided by law. 

Respectfully submitted, 

oseph L. Ashbaker, OBA No. 19395 
Assistant Attorney General 
OKLAHOMA STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL 

LICENSURE AND SUPERVISION 
101 N.E. 51 st Street 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
405/962.1400 

VERIFICATION 

I, Lawrence Carter, under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of Oklahoma, 
state as follows: 

1. I have read the above Verified Complaint regarding Defendant Jeri Lynn Ellis, M.D.; and 

tements contained therein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge 

Date: "( ~ 2-c,tf 

LICENSUREAND S UPERVISION {)Lt ~~ 
County, State ofEXeCUtiOi'f""" 
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