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FILED 
JUN 1 3 ?014 

OKLAt10N1A ~-i ATE BOARD OF 
MEDICAL LICENSURE & SUPERVISI6N 

lN AND BEFORE 'fHE OKLAHOMA STAT.£ BOAR]) 
OF MEDICAL LICRNSlf.RE AND SlJPERVISION 

S"J"ATE OF OKLAHOMA 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA ex rei. 
THEOKLAHOMASTAT~BOARD 
OF l'riEDICAL LICENS'OltE AND 
SUPERVISION., 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Plaintiff, 

vs. CASE NO. I 3·05·4737 

JEFFRl:Y HICKMAN., P.A. 
LICENSE NO. 1298 

Dereadaot. 

State ot'" Oklahoma ) 
) 

Okla!loma County ) 

VOL'ONTARY SURRENDER OF LlCENSE 
IN LJRU OF PROSECUTION 

I, Jeffrey Hickman, P.A .• b~ing of lawful age and after first being duly ~wo~n; depose ::md 
state as follows: 

1. 1 hereby voluntarily sum!:nder my physician assistant license no. 1298. 

2. The sWTenderl of my licens~ is freely and voluntarily made. l have nor been 
subject to any coercion or duress. and l am fully aware of the consequences of the 
s'WTender of my license. 

3. 1 am the subject of an ir.vestigation by the Oklahoma State Board of Medical 
Licensure and Supervision involving al~~eations that if prove~ would constitute 
grounds for di sdplinary action by the Board. 

4. The allegations ·from Ute Complaint repeatc!d herein to which I have pled g·uilty 
4lre as follows: 
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S. ln April J 2., 2013, a member of the Oklahoma Pharmacy Board lodged 11 
compla;nt wherein it was reported thai Oet'alc.Jant was not being properly 
.S'UJ'OI"Vised. n~fendanl's superviSil1g physician, Wendy Bartanen. M.D. ("'Dr. 
Ba~..anen"')., had experienced some health problems and subsequently mov~d out 
of stat~. It Wet!) reported that Dr. Bananen was rerurning to Oklahoma t>nJy thC'ee 
(3) days a n1onth to supervise Defendant at their clinic in WaJters, Oklahoma. 

6. On May 10, 2013, a physician caJJed Board SlafJ" and advised that upon ba·.,ing 
received a 1-eferraJ :trom Dr. Bartanen's clinjc he calJed and was toJd Dr. BarULntn 
no longer worked there - that it was now just ~~or. Hickman.', (D~fendant is a 
licensed chiropractor in addition to being a PA). The reporting physician voiced 
concerns that Defendant was not being properly supervi~ed. He also faxed a c.opy 
of the referred patientts pl'ogress note which stated the patient had been seen by 
Dr. Bartanen on April 19, 20l3. 

7. On May 29, 2013, Jnve~1igator JL traveJed to the= Cotton Counly Chiropractic 
Clinic and CL)tton Collnty Medical Clh1ic e'che clinic") in Walters, Oklahon1a. 
The clinic actualJy consisted of two separate practices being operated out of the 
same location (629 E. Missouri, Walters, Oklahoma). 

8. Investigator JL spoke with Defendant while at the clinic on May 29, 2013. 
Defendant advised that Dr. Bartanen owns nfty-one percent (St%) of the clinic 
and tbctt he owns the other forty-nine percent (49%). Defendant further advised 
that br. Bartanen had not been at the cliruc for at 1east two (2) weeks, and that his 
alternate super~isor bad net be~n there during thcst time either. Defendant stated it 
was his belief that he only needed sup~rvision ten percent (10%) of the time he 
practices m~dicine (as a PA). He further sta[ed that the majority ot' his prdctice 
involv~s seeing chjroprclctic patients. 

9. Investigator JL requested a copy of that day's (May 29, 2013) schedule for the 
c1injc. Listed on the schedule for Cotton County Chiropractic were six (6) 
patients with the last a:ppointm~.ru time being 11 :00 a.m. Al§o produced was a 
schedule for ""Jeffrey Hickmiin. 'PA," which was five (S) pages long and listed 
thit1een (13) patients with the last appointment time being 11:30 a.m. Defendant 
advis6d tbe clinic was closed that afternoon for a funeral. 

10. So according to his sched\Jies 1or ·May 29, 2013. Defendant•s pati~nt ratio was 
32% chiropractic patients and 68% medical patients, at Jeast on that particular 
morning in which there were a total of nineteen ( 19) sehedu led appointmenrs. 

l L Investigator JL also spoke wltb Dr. Bartanen on May 31, 2013, who advised that 
since suffering a hean attack in June of 2012 she bad been living in the state of 
Washi.llgton and returning to Oklahoma approximately every I:Wo (2) montt~s. On 
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June 29, 20J 3 .. Dr. Bcu"t&1en sent an e1nail to Investigator JL tunhel· advisin.g: ""I 
lived in Oklahoma until 7/24112. I returned to Oklahoma 11/J 3112 to J 1115112. 1 
rctl.lmc:=d again 3/12/13 until 3115/J 3. I returned moSl recently from 5/29/13 until 
6/2/J 3.1

• 

J2. Based on the information provided io her emaH, ~ht:n .. Dr. Bartanen was actuaJiy 
present at the clinic on only two (2) occasions between July 24, 2012, and i~ay 
29, 20 13, a period of 31 0 days or approximately 44 weeks, and she was not 
present at the clinjc on April 19, 2013 . 

. l 3. Defendant is guilty of unprofessional conduct in that: 

a} A physician assistmJt must function only under the supervision of a 
Uceused phy~ician. Nothing in the Physician Assistant Act shaH be 
construed (O permit physician assistants to provide healrh care 
services indep~ndent of phy:;icicul supervision. Oklahoma 
Administrative Code C;OAC'"') 435:1 S·S·l (b). 

b) Physician supervision shan be conducted in accordance with the 
following standards: 'fhe supervi~ing physrdan or alternate 
superv,sing physician routinely is present in the faciljty to provide 
medical care to patients. OAC 435:1 S-S-1 (bX4). 

c) In remote patie::1t care setting~ the supervising physjcjan shall be: 
present in the facility at least one-half day each week the 1aciJity js 
in operation. The Comminee masy recommend that the physician 
be present more than one-balf day ~ath week the facility is in 
operation based upon the traiflil'lg &nd experience of the physician 
tlSsistant and other tactors the Committee shaH review. This shaJI 
be subjecr to Board review and approval. OAC 43!i:l5-S-l(b)(5). 

d) The Board may reprimand ()r pJace on probatlon any holder of a 
physician assistant license, or may limit, suspend or revoke 
prescription privileges, or may revoke or suspend any license 
issued to a physician assistant for unprofessjonal conduct. Acts 
that constitute \&nprofessional condu~t include. but are not limited 
to: Violating any provision of the MedicaJ Practice Act or the rules 
promulgated by the Board. OAC 435:15-5-1 J(a)(7). 

e) Proper physician supervision ofthe physician assi~taDt is essential. 
Supervision implies that the physician reg'Ularly and routinely 
reviews, and is involved in the health care services deUv~red by the 
physician assistant . . . . . [T]he most essential aspect is that 
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sup¢rvjsion is provided frequently and on an on-going basis. OAC 
435:15-9-2(4l). 

t) Physician supervision shall be conducted in accordance with the 
folJowing standards: The supervisjng physician is on-site to 
provide medical care to patients a minimum of one-half day per 
week. Additional on-site supervision may be ~quired at the 
recommendation of the Committee and approved hy the Board. 
OAC 435; J 5-9-2(b)(4). 

g) It is assumed by tile Board that lh~ physjcian wiJI be actively 
involved in the initial care of any new patient seen in the practjc~. 
This means that, wherever possible, the physician will personally 
see the new patieflt at some point during the initial clinic visit 
Where this is not possible, such as in remote patient care senings: 
the physician assistant shall m11kc clear to the patient that he/slle is 
a physician assistant and not a physician, and under whose 
supr::rvh,ion he/she js providjng care ...•. In addition, the pati~nt 
mall be schedoled to see the physician at their next scheduled 
clinicappointmenr .... OAC 435:JS-9 .. J(b). 

h) In office settings, it is assumed that the physician and the ph)'sician 
assistant func1ion in the same clinical sening and that the physician 
is available 10 supervjse and consult with the physician assjstant 
about any matter in question, a point in the patient,s history, an 
abnon11al physical finding, ~tc. It is further assumed that the 
physician assistant immediately notifies the supervising physician 
of any medical t.m~ergency, patient complication or other patient 
problem encountered. OAC 43S:IS-9-4(a)(l). 

i) It is assumed l:bat if the primary supervising physician is not 
available to supervjse ·the physician assistant, another licensed 
physjcian, approved b_y the Board, wilJ be available to provide such 
supervision. OAC 43S::I5-9-4(a}(3). 

j) The Board assumes that tbe physician and physician assistant are in 
agreen1ent wil:b the principles contained in this subchapter, and are 
campletc1y familiar with &he law and rule~ governing the use of 
physician assistanlS in violation ofOAC 435-15-9-5(3.); and 

k) The Board reminds both lhe physician and physician assistant that 
the approval to practict: is under rhe aegis of the licensed physi~iant 
and that the Board's uJtimate recourse in case of violation of any 
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agn..~ments under such approval Hes in the restriction or reml.)val, 
after due process. of the physician .. s Jicense to practic~ medicine 
and the physician assista.'lt's license ro practice as a physician 
\assi!)tant in Oklahoma. OAC 435-l 5-9-S(b). 
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J4. l hereby submil my wallet card and wall c~rtiticate as evidence of my intent to 
surrend.:r my lic~nse. 

J 5. J hereby agree that l will no1 apply for reinstatement of n1y Oklahoma physician 
assisrant license for a Jninjmum of om: ( l) year fi·om the emry of lhc! Order 
A(Cepting Voluntary Surrende:o in Li~u of Prosecution, and that if the Board .:ver 
reinstates my Oklahoma physician assiSlant license. il will be under terms of 
probation to be set by the Board at th~ time of reinstatement. 

16. As a condition to accepting my surrender of license in lieu of proseclltion .. 1 
H(;knowledgt: that the Board may require me to pay aU costs expended by 1he Bc>ard 
for any legal fees and costs, and any investigation~ probation and monitoring tees, 
inch1ding but not limited co statl"time, salary and traveJ expense, witness tees and 
attorney fees. 

DA 1':£0 this --~~-- day cf -~·J'l""'-"'lLUJ?~I!.;o,....---__;" 20 J 4. 

i''''-~~-~ •• ,.,,,,,, 
1 HOTARY ~IJIUC St.,te •f Cfda. # 
: WILLIAM A. HARPER : 
: Coanm. # 120f0.36S I 
: Expires 10-29·2016 : 
''''''~'~'''''~-.,~: 

Subscribed and sworn before me this _!J!_ clay of Jkf'l .IL , 2014_ 

Mycommissionexpireson,d --2~ -r:::2..d/6 

s 
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ACCEPTED: 

Date: ~G -____ 11~-Jf+---
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