
IN AND BEFORE THE OKLAHOMA STATE BOARD 
OF MEDICAL LICENSU~ AND SUPERVISION 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA FILED 
STATEOF OKLAHOMA, ex rei., 
OKLAHOMASTATEBOARDOF 
MEDICAL LICENSURE AND 
SUPERVISION, 
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vs. 

STEVEN THOMAS THORNTON, R.C. 
R.C. LICENSE N0.1207, 

Defendant. 
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COMPLAINT 

FEB 0 5 Z004 

OKLAHOMA STATE BOARD OF 
MEDICAL LICENSURE & SUPERVISION 

CASE NO. 03-12-2748 

) 

COMES NOW the plaintiff, the State of Oklahoma ex rel. the Oklahoma State Board of 
Medical Licensure and Supervision (the "Board"), by and through its attorney, Elizabeth A. 
Scott, Assistant Attorney General, and for its Complaint against the Defendant, Steven Thomas 
Thornton, R.C., alleges and states as follows: 

1. The Board is a duly authorized agency of the State of Oklahoma empowered to 
license and oversee the activities of respiratory care therapists in the State of Oklahoma pursuant 
to 59 Okla. Stat. §§ 480 et seq. and 2026 et seq. 

2. Defendant, Steven Thomas Thornton, R.C., holds respiratory care license no. 
RC1207 in the State of Oklahoma. 

3. On or about October 19, 2003, Defendant was working as a respiratory therapist at 
St. Francis Hospital in Tulsa, Oklahoma. During his shift, he was assigned numerous patients 
upon whom he was to perform respiratory therapy, including Patient A. According to his 
personal treatment notes, he charted that he gave respiratory treatment at 8: 10 a.m. and again at 
12:20 p.m. However, after the patient's family complained that no treatment had been given, 
Defendant admitted that had not administered the treatment and that he had in fact falsified the 
patient's chart. St. Francis subsequently terminated Defendant based upon falsification of patient 
records and potential billing fraud. 

4. During the course of the investigation of the incident described in paragraph 3 
above, Defendant admitted that he had previously falsified patient records. 



5. Based on the allegations stated above, Defendant is guilty of unprofessional 
conduct as follows: 

A. He is guilty of dishonest or unethical conduct in violation 
of 59 O.S. §2040(5). 

B. He has engaged in conduct which potentially or actually 
jeopardizes a patient's life, health or safety in violation of 
OAC 435:45-5-3(3). 

C. He has been guilty of unprofessional conduct as defined by 
the rules established by the Board, or of violating the code 
of ethics adopted and published by the Board in violation of 
59 O.S. §2040(9) and OAC 435:45-5-3(21). 

D. He is guilty of inaccurate recording, falsifying or altering of 
patient records in violation of OAC 435:45-5-3(17). 

5. These allegations raise serious concerns about Defendant's ability to practice as a 
respiratory therapist in the State of Oklahoma with reasonable skill and safety. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff requests that the Board conduct a hearing, and upon proof of the 
allegations contained herein, impose such disciplinary action as authorized by law, up to and 
including suspension or revocation, the assessment of costs and fees incurred in this action, and 
any other appropriate action with respect to Defendant's license to practice as a respiratory care 
therapist in the State of Oklahoma. 

Dated this .1tk_ day of February, 2004. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eli a eth A. Scott (OBA #12470) 
Assistant Attorney General 
5104 N. Francis, Suite C 
Oklahoma City, OK 73154 
Attorney for State ex rei. 
Oklahoma Board of Medical Licensure and 
Supervision 
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